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Interesting Chureh Services in New York,

Brooklyn, Washington, Ponglikeepsie,
Trenton and Other Cities.

SENSATIONAL SERMONIZING

Opinions of the Pulpit on the
Drama, the Ynlgar Press

and National Affairs.

Yesterday was one of those peculiarly agreeable
fldj a which are always welcomed as foretastes of
approaching spring, and the result was, at least In
one direction, that most ofthe metropolitan churches
were well attended. As will be seen by ilia reports
from other cities the weather was generally fine and
had a like good effect In those placcs. A number of
the clergymen indulged in very marked .sensational
discourses, taking as the subject of tlieir sermons
various secular subjects, and treating their tlieaiea
with unusually vigorous denunciation.

ECU 1913 SLItVlCiiii « THIS CHI.

SI PATRICK'S CATHL03AL
fcermon by the Tery Jiwv. Dr. Starr, V. G.
Yesterday being' Passion Sunday the images aad

pictures of tlie crucifixion were veiled in toKen of
manning. The CsthiMral wa3 crowdcl to ovcr-
I'owln.i, ani the ceremonies were conducted witn

i he ubuttt religious grandeur ond solemnity. The
Rev. Mr. Mcdean was the officiating clergyman. At
the conclusion of tlie first gospel the very Rev. Dr.
Starr, V. ( . preached a sermon, talcing Ms text from
St. John vill., 4C-49."Which of you convinccth me
of sin?" The reverend gentleman observed that
this being Passion Sunday it was sacred to the
sufferings of onr divine Saviour, aad h-mce 'we
fonnd him givlug certain explanations wheu sub¬
jected to the cruelty of the Jews. Thev dishonored
liiui, aud even attempted his life by casting stones
at him. For that reason this was called Passion Sun¬
day, the images end pictures of the crucifixidn were
covered ond veiled and the remainder of Lent was
consecrated to the glorious mystery of our Saviour's
passion and to mouniini? for ills death. The gospel
of tlie day was part ot the discourse delivered by our
blessed Saviour In the treasury of the Temple. He
previously on many occasions asserted the truth of
Ills divine mission by the miracles He performed
beforo the Jews, and, although they could not denv
tlie supernatural power which He possessed by the
performance of those miracles, still thev persisted lu
suiting that they were performed by the agency of
the devil. He convinced them of tue unbleinishod
character of His life by asking them the question,
'.Which of you can convince me of sial*" to whlci
they made uo reply, and He said, "if I tell
you the truth, why do you not believe Met" He
ascribed the infidelity of the Jews not to tho want of
testimony on Uis part but to the corruption of their
hearts and the want of disposition to hear His
Word. The errors of the Jews were unfortunately
followed in many instances even at the present day;for there were some who believed in the doctrines of
religion but failed to practice wnat their religion
tanght them, in re.urn for teaching the Jews the
Saviour was reproached and maligned. Ho was,
nevertheless, patient and discreet, though he bad
strong reason for remonstrance, thereby giving a
great example to the world. Christians should be
sincere In what the/ proiesa and receive all their
trials in this life with fitting resignation.He .concluded by calling attention to the
various circumstances in conneciion with
the I'asslon. He then announced that on St.
Patrick's Hay a solemn pontifical high m-ss
would be celebrated In the Cathedral; that
the panegyric would be delivered by the ltev.
Thomas S. rreston, of St. Ann's church, and that the
collection on the occasion would be appropriatedto St. Joseph's Home, a new institution opened last
May as an asylum for respectable aged females, un¬
der the charge of the Sisters of Chanty. At the
offertory Mrs. Grosz sahg a very sweet Interpreta¬tion of the Ave Maria, by the organist. Mr. Gustavus
Pchmita. The mass performed was by salllerl. for
four voices. The services terminated shortly after
twelve o'clock.

CHti.TCH OF ST.JOHN THc BAPTIST.
Rite of Confirmation Administered by Bishop

Potter.
The Protestant Episcopal Church of St. John the

Baptist, on Murray Hill, corner of Thlrty-flflh street
and Lexington avenue, was yesterday afternoon
well filled, the occasion being the administration of
the rite of confirmation by Right Rev. Bishop Potter.
After the regular preliminary services, which were
conducted by Rev. Dr. Duffle, assisted by Rev. Mr.
Bruce, the Bishop preached a sermon from the text
Colosslans IL, 6, 7:."As ye have therefore received
Christ Jesns the Lord, so walk ye In Him; rooted
and built up In Him, and established in the faith as
ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanks¬
giving." He said that these Kplstles were not writ?
ten so much to Impart nev truths as to con¬firm and encourage the Christians throughcoming times. It was necessary that 'theseKplstles should be written in order to point bat thepaths of Christian duty to Christ's followers. The
great outlines of laith were herein contained. After
dwelling for some time on this topic lu> proceeded to
show how the principles of the Cnris',,an church are
those of the sacred Scriptures. >*,e also spoke ofthose who are oarerul to read the 'Scriptures and act
up to their letter, but given to, gross violations oftheir spirit. He characterize^ t lie Scriptures as soplain that even those, ' who run may readthem, aud equally plMn the fact that tho
doctrines, creed aud yr avers of their church werebased on the prlncjr,.,^ and truths of the Bible.He defendod the -^onutila ot their church, as fullof these truths, should they not have a liturgy,a ritual embaying their fkithf Why should tlxynot have a fooog of common prayer, through me

c hosen w'^,{S 0f which they could lift up their voicesin sup^ nentlon or thanVfnhicss tothe great Jehovah?
'ihe^- ouKht to t»e thauklul for sneti a biok. It was

' Irti cd i all circumstances ol uiverne religion-* feel-
< gs and circumstances. Ho who prayed by the
prayer ho->k and lived by the prayer b ink was an ac-
cepted offerer of prayer and lived n good Christian
in his object, he claimed , was nut, so much to
i.: fend tV'ir creed or tho formulas of their
worship as to show the importance of

settle I ratm. Mat v croped throneh life wim
no certain ruiigious coavicti in. Tlicy were like tlie
Mariner at >ea without a compass. Iiu enforced tuo
t e ej«ttv of having a settled ta'th an living in accord-
tc.ee therewith. Ho was not here preaching in any

itl-aa spirit. He did not comldcr it hts d'lty to
b -ti'iy woas of argument with any one. To thememiW-rs of this ehnreh, and particularly to those to
be eontlrmed tA-duv, lie urticd, In conclusion. ltn-

P icii truct iu the Book of Common Prayer, and to
make it the guide of tlieir lives. Succeeding the
sertiidh was sung a hrmn, and alter this the rite of
Ki.iilriRalxiu \> a--, adin Itilstcr* I t .\ n p< "W
by tiiaPlsiiop, » >Ui <ue usual lui'iri ssive caretin uios,»nd arth" Con< 1 ts'oa of which he briefly uddiesaeu
liono.'

liw-Kill STSS£T BHtfHiSALST C 1U1CH.
fcermon by Urr. llajr K. bw o i "The Won¬

ders ot M.o."
The Rav. Pay K. Lee deitverel a sermon on t'tU

I'luject In at even! tie1. He took his text from Bt> i m
., S. Jn referring to the blind man whoso

ttiqht wus touorad, the story of that mlmc'o,
lie said, Wits retold In the Simplest words to
Or p fho si'iie and lis characters before his hearer.-*
¦h i make them sea and feel It. ' The chapter was so J
natural it seemed modern, an so full of
dlvlno a d hitman life that It convlnepi ertry

e -.lightened mind of its ltipmrajioa. Tho
poacher mentioned tlie Wauditfs of iiio *

brought
out bf tho blind Imggar's tWl and
rovealod to him, and passed to speak of the wonders
of ail intellectual and moral life, and the goodness
of ood now ati'i forever unfolding them. The bitnd
ii represented all. The ietr.«.'le wn i.u a-d' d
promts* of gicater Wbndot* t" eotne npon others.
Kir 'i, the wond«* of Ir sellectual life an t what
Mi' y will be forever. "Of every roan we may a^k,
..is not this ho that set sod htggod:'" Here
is a chil »ltnng on th" carpel, and llnw help-
lees, how nitnd to a'l tBonsrht und knowledsre. to
< o«t nod hriiveit t ontrnst n with the author, as-
IronomcT, orauir, poet, propti t or Cnrtst. what a
rtlstaooa i>ot«e>ui Mi to WoitM tho distance he-
tweeu voa and angels tie gr-\»!«;f wha' a Ht'le b"
gar It la I H Imr* for h ra't'e or rarely stick: yet
w uat wonders <>i iifo are foldfst In that hear;, llKe

in a irr bad <>r oaks In adorns! It ntaj ti
< ome an ant tor. i»i«too was owe a little iteggar like
that nisi what could his mother *tv;f3 of his future f
Tet his eyes were opened ntid he wrote a b iok
which made hla nittin immortal. It tnay beco ie u
iMeidist. imniiKiidt was once the nm , reitiarkgbly
(lull even at tllt'-en, aim giving no promise of great- i
ne.»s. Hut his eyes were opfcnod, truth catno pouriDg /]In rivers on his mlnd-_ h railed to every nort ot
.olanco gattierlnt rletmJt freight, ho became king
of seten- e, mien intt tribute irom a hundred pj-o-
vmc 'S. and iretn the dome of Ins lowering "hosmos"
he siepped Into heaven to explore i^i ivonders and
niaster Its lights, tt may l»eeomo a hero nhil
deihcief. So wa'i Ws-htnitton, wlto«e life w.ih itself

a shining world. It may write psalms, nHe David,
and express the devotions of tin- human race.
Seeondiy, the wonders of spiritual life. Tho works
of .loans were avmhois or spiritual hlcsslnas. There
was a poor woman oroiiRht before him blinded and
bcggaroA by sin; but a germ of goodness ruinaiue I t

nnbllghted In her heart. Jesus breathed upon it,
and it sprang forth to vtrtnoas life, beholding tlie
aivLue taiu Uoly, following hiui in loving devotion,
seeing t'ne gates of heaven open clear down to earth,
rising to a new glory furcver, anil sharing all thought
und joy. There wan once a poor tinker who begged
as oli'jn su> he mended kettles, and was
morally blinded and unbelieving. Who could
have thought of making ewn a man of him f Yet
the Lord touched the eyes of hi* soul, and he wrote
the story of the IHgrlm, which has charmed and
blessed a million hearts. We have aeen similar
wonders In our day. Such progress of life and auch
a growth could be compared to nothing so well as a
tropical forest grown from a single seed or a planta¬
tion of lilies from a bud. It gives a theme of bope
that should rouse us aud prompt our best endeavors.
It shows what powers of mind are possible to all,

V Uat attainments may crown those who begin with¬
out promise. If a great author, scientist, liero,'
deliverer can rise from the heart of a little begging
child what may not we become by help of Uod and
our best endeavors* Many a splendid genius was
the despair of a pood father when young. But all of
a sodden he awoke ana went into action like a sol¬
dier into battle, aud made a name that will live for¬
ever. We should rise a d accumulate wealth of
mind and knowledge, give it to others, and not
always beg. If such wonders of life soring out of
mind in this world, what may we not rise to in the
future Whut m >ral virtue and spiritual goodness
ore folded In the human heart, to be unfolded by the
hand of Ood The worst sinners, after untold suf-
ferui^s, have been converted and tilled ministries of
goodness. Magdalen# luve become saints of holi-
ne s: wlckoilSauls have become l'auls of Christian
love and magnanimity. Most of these possibilities
are folded In the heart of every child. Even
Ctvlsr., m his heavenly glory, next to Uod,
is onr Ideal of perfection. No man can reach
the fulness of his staturo here or ever, but it is
our Ideal; it will shine before us like a rainbow

s pantung the mountain road of heaven. The higher
ange! knows that the humblest soul will yet be
orient as he is, aud flourish his perfections. Huon is
our hope. The conditions of punishment for all sin,
of repentance, conversion, atonement, are all In¬
cluded in it, and sooner or later will be met. But
now important that we repent to-day and give our
hearis to ;.n;l The longer we sin against God the
longer we shall lusult our own nature and sutrer;
tuo sooner we repent and live In godliness, loving It
tor It ownsak.vthe sooner our heaven will begin.
Shall we pot i ise ,.ud live to Uod? Who would growl
like a wh-rn made to soar like a dove? Who would
sleep like a akoggard when he should rise with the
hu'i, unu ci mill me bills of victory rj

ALL SOULS; CiMCH.
The Chnrob.VVhnt It Is and What It 1* Not.
The Rev. Dr. Bellows commenced last night a

serifs or six Sabbath evening lectures at All Souls'
church, cornar of Fourth avenue and Twentieth
streot. The subject of the Initiatory discourse was

. The Church, its oillce, use and authority." Before
announcing his text the reverend gentleman an¬
nounced the subjects of the various lectures, and
scatod that they would npt be controversial, but. be
composed mainly of statements of his opinions of re¬
ligious truth. The text was taken from the first
chapccr of the Epistle to the Epheslans, at the
twenty-second and twenty- third verse "And
liatu put all things under His feet, and
gave li*u to be head over all things
to the Church, which is Ills body, the fulness of Him
that filieth all in all." There was a time, said the
speaker, when any child who might be asked, what
Is the Church r would answer that it was Christ's
lolu, in which were coutained all who were to be
saved. In order to this answer being satisfactoryit wonid be necessary that both questioner and
auswerer should have identical ideas as to the
meaning of the words "Christ" and "to be saved."
For ages Christ had been generally believed to be
literally Uod, and everybody believed that the whole
world was under Vhe wrath of Cod and had
to be saved in order .to escape therefrom.
If It was still believed that all men were
under present sentence of condemnation and sure
to go to hell unless they experienced somethingdifferent from what their consciences promptedthcin to, and If Christ came to earth to save it
would be clearly enough understood that In goingback to heaven lie would leave something behind as
a guide, and this would become the Churoh. A
large portion of Christians, however, did not now
believe in theMong cherished idea of the godhead
of Jesus Christ, nor was it now regarded that the
world was by natnrc nnder the wrath of God. There
was practically no general sense of ca'amity which
oould only be relieved by Christ and Hlschnrch.
These changes in opinion were not erroneous or
temporary. They came by themselves in the
wake of civilization, education and free ex¬
pression of opinion. Like the belief to the
divine right of kings, these ancient, beliefs had
been exploded by experience and a More cultivated
race of mankind. What light and education were
that also was the Church. It was a school. Christ
did not come to contradict the teachers which were
already in existence, but to add new light to that
which already existed; he did not come to supersedethe teachings of life experience and reason. The
world was a school before the Church came into ex¬
istence, and the Church and the world should act to
partnership as the same Cod built both. The church
was a positive Institution, intended to give special
benefits which could not commonly be gained else¬
where. Christ was not,God, but was a supernatural
being representing God. His mission was to orga¬nize the (tatting moral sentiment* df the
world into something fixed and to make
them institutional ana perfect their connection
witn God.to crystallze the trembling fluid or specu¬lation into conviction and to establish a ntual and a
worship. The Church was a place for religious ?en:
tnnent, having for Its object the drawing of the souls
of men into intercourse with the heavenly world.

CHAPEL OF THE UNIVERSITY.
Discourse by "Messenger" Snow on the

' "Time and Manner of the Jadfsiont^'
Bishop Snow preached yesterday afternoon, at

three o'clock, to the University, on the "Time and
Manner of the Judgment." Ills text was Daniel
Till, 13, 14."Then I heard one saint speaking, and
another saint said to that certain saint who was

speaking, How long the vision, the daily and
the transgression of desolation, to give both
the sanctuary and the Host to be trodden under
foot? And he said to me, Until two thousand
and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleauscd." It Is perfectly evident
trom reading Uiis question and the answer, that the
time name i is the length of the whole vision which
the prophet had Just seen, of the ram and the he-
go, it. together with the little horn which became ex¬
ceeding great. By readmit the verses that lollow it
win lie seen that Gabriel, tno imgel of God, was com¬
manded to expound the vi>dun to Daniel. Hp there¬
fore, luforms him thtU t'lf WU with two horns signi¬
fies tho /kings pi Italia and Persia, and the goat the
kingdom of Grecia or iireecc. The j'onr horns that
ai"sc from the head of the Grecian goat are declared
to bo four kingdoms. Those were Kgypt, Syria,iltrace aud Macedon. To the last of those lielonged
th e west, cut of which arose tiio ftomm empire,
pagan and papal; and this was .-larnmed ny the ex¬
ceeding groat horn.a power which was to stand
up against the Prince ol princes, that is,
against Christ, and wm linall.vto bs broken with¬
out hw .that is, without human power, Tans wa
oe« that i'enta, oroeco and Home arc embraced to
the \ ision. consequently tlie two thousand thres
hniidred days must bo understood as manning
veers, and ns reaching to tlie Kioat day of the glo¬
rious h'ij. arlng ot Christ, (.a Uriel explained the
svmImi's of :he vision, but not ihe tun'* which is
glvcn tomeasure it: lor Man el fltfnted. and cod'd
bear n<> more at mat time. Hit by reading the
ninth chapter wo leurn that the runie angel was
sent :o him ng.Jn to complete his Instructions. And
in doing so he gives tiie tin,> irtnnt prophe *v of t lie
sot in v weeks, "inch are naivonaUy understood to
oa w eks or sevens of years, as the grand ke.v of the
tu.it' oaf tno seal at tno vision. Therefore, where
the seventy weeks began there commenced toe
two tlMMsiUMS three inudred days ol tiie vision.
That point of cntnmenceaMoq? was. the goin;foiiliofBioc iiduietit to restore aud bnlld JO.
i-i in ii. m ! toe H<'vp,-ith chapter of Ezra. The
true date i>i this event In R. < 457, as given in nil
rofeiTiico bibles, t- 1 u, n that dato. the period to
question reuciiM to the autumn of A. OCiSU, and
1'iena rive the great day or Hie elennstng of the
suartMrr, that is, tiie t hurrit<tf ood. tiio preacher
lici'c read a number of pn-.-'iiges proving thebanCv
tnary to be the temple. * i»n in surr nndinga typl &
oi the t" arch of Christ, to whteh intii says, "Ytfirothe teiriple of tiie living cod." A?> the tunn <a am
It,: di. d the templo of'the Churoh it tt u&folutaiy
n rv tlM< it simild he cleanse'! tw&rvTlt WinobU r into possession of eternal life in ttfi^pproachrIn. kingdom ol Cli ist and of God. ftut what
iu in r tiui t lt"be oi«#nnadt A-'a-dfll answer, readIs in I 8 li audi I?., 4; lAHftb it*flii., fi, C,i.': nasi el Til., 10, 81, S3, VI; Vnynt 'il lv., I;jMattheW .\iiL, 40, 4&; second Ihtasalmians tu, s.
hi c, HliiiHinu.i uaieofk (future*. <if suiiilar Im-

pon, fu iy pi( c th t thoc^ncrn v* d bo ttoronghiyeieitnr >d m th's u cat flni erf the mditmeut of theliving and the deaei, by word, spirit und provi-dem o of tiod .i iit> grali i dgaiuaes ijy widen he wtil
accomplish tVe jmlgiaoh' of the world. And thus
will mi tliln/a Ik! prepiicert for the des"«nt of the
king oi alo.'v, who will, l»v the fli-t re urroctlon, or
by lis equ ,%u*eui iiau>uatiou, make a eoiuidoU;, final
and etiti ci ai.it'On lietween the rtfliteOHa and
the wirr'Al; and the righteous will shin form as the
sun in tiji, k.in> .0111 01 tinir i ntiKr, G>sl. Whohath
i.iraiu mui, let mm hear.

fi iTY-lE m jT' ^T TP S8YTFWAW CHl'IC".
' r aill of 0'ir Tlme «."HOFUiOd by Rev* ff,

A. H> Mtt*
At. the rreslrjtorinn rhnrch on Mrsi Forty-second

S/1-* t, mar Seventh avanue, lasr evening the pastor,
Rov. S\ A. scott, delivered a clear, logical and forci¬
ble discourse on the somilarlsm of emr times or the
nciv system of roligiou which 1 « being advanced.
The s.i-dcm whose advocates do not believe
In any individual fntnre existence of the
soul Mich as promised the Christian faithful,
and Who claim that the sole aim of onr existence
ahoi id be to e niuv o&rsoJvcn ni nils lllc: who, while
ihey do inn beUcve in Hut existence or a God, will
not permit thcrasoivoi to Ua nMlod bMMfM
mui ly at'rtbii'es to that name an abMtMttcf pi-
JuiUy, and w ho ulatm, tliai-ei«nrtblng f hnstinn ShSlI
bo ojrtiu awa.v Willi the. iieaorn W desirnction. fn-
sli.-ail of Atiii istH. then fore, ihr speaker said. Diey
should be ualieu beculari (a word which cours from

the I.atin, sic-aum), end their religion is only a new
phusj of Fouriertsm, Fanny Wrightlarn an.J ttuoh like
doctnnea. viewed theologically it is Atheism, and
in society it U Free Love. The reverend orator mated
also that the grand doctrine of Secularism was "Take
care of number one;" In other words, squeeze all
you can out of this life. But, he saul, the best way
to take care of number one is to take care also of
number two and all the other numbers. The Secu¬
larly' way or taktnir care of number one Is purely
Belllsh. and seUibUue^ UeleaU its own end. When
the loaves of the rose curl np and hide the petal
from the eye, then It Is the worm eats out Its life
and its sweetness perishes. The speaker said he
could not recognize a religion which lias no God, no
Creator, no hereafter. Another world is probable,
possible and desirable. The thought of It gives a
pleasure. It takes off the darkness here to
know that we only close our eye* here
to open Them in a brighter and more
beautiful world. The best way to take care of
number one Is by learning of God, by following the
advico of the Scripture."Be not slothful in busi¬
ness; be fervent of spirit, serving God" and to be¬
lieve tbat "it is not all of life to live, nor all of
death to die."
The discourse was one of those lively, sensible,

semi-conversational discourses which it would be
well for pastors and priests to give more of. It was
one of those during the delivery of which the con¬
gregation ("oes uot uo to sleep. It was not a rehash
of some gospel text, but a sermon which could not
fail to aUl <n doing Cpd's work and make those who
hear it better Christians and better men and women.

MADISON SQUARE PRESBYTERIAN CHU1CH. ,

China Mod Christianity.Lecture by Rev. l>r.
Martin.

The Madison square Presbyterian church (Kev.
l)r. Adams') was numerously attended last evening
to listen to a lecture by Rev. Dr. W. A. P. Martin, 011
"China aud its Claims on Christians ofNew York."
After the usual devotional exercises Ilev. I)r. Adams
introduced the lecturer with a few appropriate pre¬
fatory remarks, In which he alluded to the fact that
twenty years ago Kev. Dr. Martin was commissioned
by the Board of Foreign Missions a missionary to
China, and had so well performed his work that he
now returned on a visit a professor at the Imperial
College in Pekin. Itev. I)r. Martin, referring
to the subject of his discourse, the claims
of China oh the Christian people of New
York, said that he would first take a brief
retrospective view, to take an account of our
objigatious to the Chinese, of such as can be traced
in the for n of boneflts received. We acknowledge
onr debt to the people of Great Britain for our na¬
tional blood and our peculiar institutions; to the
Itomans aud the Greeks for our menial culture and
onr literature, an ! our paramount obligation to Ju-
deafor the Bible, the nook o^books, the source of
our spiritual Illumination and moral training. We can
trace portions of our language back to India, the
cradle of the Arlan race; and we may trace It even
to China, for a people so ancient cannot have ex¬
isted so long without exerting some influence on the
rising civilization of the West. As seeds of plants are
carried by the waves, the wind*, the birds to distant
lands and no human eye can discover the path by
which they came, so the mnrratorv people through
Central Asia earned the germs of future civilization
with them and no distinct trace of Its path is left.
But some of the more recent discoveries and nrts of
the West can be traced to their origin and in all
houesty we must award to China what is doe.
The art of printin? and the manufacture of
paper was first. known in China, where existed
libraries containing one hundred thousand printed
volumes 5oo years before Faust aud Guttenburg. it
cannot be believed that travellers from that lar oft
land may not hare brought the knowledge of this
art to the West, Just as by the same means the
silkworn, the art of manufacturing silk and the seed
of tnc mulberry tree, on which tiie worm Uvea,
were brought to Europe. That splendid ware, the
very name of which stamos Its origin from "China,"
we owe to the Chinese. Gunpowder they knew long
before Europe. Boger Bacon had known the art to
make It, and it Is sold that a Byzantine, Marcus
Groecus, had lntioduced It; some ascribe its originto the Arabs, bat it is probable ttfat it came from
China, where It was known and used In torpedoesIn war even before the Christian era, twelve cen¬turies before It came into use In Europe. Chemistry
owes Its origin to China, where, in form of alchemy,It existed six centurion before Christ; so It is also
with astronomy, which spraug from the astrologyof the Chinese. And most of all are we Indebted to
the Chinese for the discovery of America, for it gave
to Columbus a motive as well a* the guide for his
vovage of discovery tlie wealth of the ancient em¬
pire of Cathay, as described by Marco Polo, led him
on, and the magnetic needle guldod him in
his course; and although the books ascribe the dis¬
covery of the magnetic needle to a Neapolitan in the
eleventh centnr.v of our era, the Chinese had it eleven
centuries before Christ, though with them, as tneir
books show. It pointed south, and they employed it
on laud and sea twenty-two hundred years before it
was knowu in the West. He could say more, but
this bill of obligations was heavy enough to put us
on the tnqnlry, what should we do to pay back this
debt we owe to China ? We have two things to com¬
municate to them in return.science and religion.Scientific and religious truth Is alone adequate to
canccl the obligations we owe them, and they have
need of both. Three hundred years ago a Europeantraveller found them In many t-especia in advance: <bat having no knowledge of abstract science nor or
the Christian religion, they have not progressed aud
are now in the rear. We can now give them the two
powerful seeds from which our prosperity has

frown. Ah tn chemistry they have not advanced
eyond alchemy, in as'ronomy not beyond

astrology, so they have remained stationary
In all other sciences. They are In a State
of crude empvrisin and need an Infusion
from the West. The government Is active. Au In¬
stitute of learning has been fonnddd at I'ekln as a
normal school for the education of teachers, and
similar schools have opened at different seaport
towns. But something more Is wanting to enable
science to take fructifying root. The same tree
which raise Its majestic loliage to the heavens on
the slope of the Mcrra Nevada is a stunted shrub 111
the frigid zone: It is the surrounding climate which
advances in the one case and depresses in tin- other
the growth or the tree. Even so the sum of right¬
eousness. the truth of God revealed In the Christian
religion, creates that Intellectual atmosphere with¬
out which science ennnot llonnsh. Give them, there¬
fore, tue boon of science and civilization.give them
the Bible. The earlier efltoru to introduce Christian¬
ity were ubortivc. The Nestorians from Persia pamofrom a lower grade or civilisation and could nor
succeed. The Homnn Catholic missionaries, though
limnv of them did good work, aad were zea tons Chris¬
tians, failed; the.y did not give them the Biole, nor
were thev supported by political power or commercial
enterpriser "NOW things havo greatly changed.
China Is reeling her lucieaslug connection with the
great powers of the world. Ittisiia, England and
Franco have I:ccoh6 near neighbors, but they are
considered ddhfcerou* aud encroaching rivals. Trie
Ameilcans me looked upon as ties national lnendsof
China, aud the empire Is desirous of entering into
doner relations with us. The treaty of 1S6S seeurenti e privi es m aaionary labor, and while twenty
years liiero wore not four hundred nntive Chi¬
nese v iri >. tlioir number now exoe"tI9 fonr
thou-ami. The} ontrlbute to ra;»slyni and schools,ami Konie of t'icm even suppott christian ministersof their own )iuiiva»l|iU't 4'iia lecturer then gave
some Intercgli?!{(details of his own missionary expe-r|MC0£i';?Mig them and gave a »ra;»nic description
ok tr® Chinese character. He cloAtVI by Im pressing
upon bis nearer* the necessity and importance for
ourselves, aud especially for New York, as the eyo
ano he.»i i of the American conllneht. of platithk'

c insrao civilljuiiou on tii* west coast of the Paviilc,
face lo lace to our owu %h"i ea.

ST. JO'/n, TR'ftTT PawSH.
Tje Kev. Dr. <i|x (freached an eloquent sermon

las! nlt;ht, m Vhls cltapel, in behalf of St. JjIiti's
tlulid. a oeie^ty of young men attached to this p'.nc
or worship, asd who attend to the wauta and dis¬
tress of numerous poor In that district. The
Chapel >ns filled tu repletion. Tito choir.a r«-
mntxaVij- fltv onr.save aol»»ot 1 an fro u the Ora¬
torio of Elijah nnd the "(;;orl i,'" from Moiart'a
Tw'^rth Ma-n, with wonderful b autv and precis! »n,
,n',rti«r the direction of Dr. James 1'ucU, * 10 presided®!jtbc oiiiao.

HlMiHOti* MXntGI !V BttOO&'.Yt.

st. mn chum.
Kllikl licv, Ji'Mhnft l.lttli-iuhn 0:1 I'n<«l t*lti.ter

wm'I Ffpn Chrrrhc*.
This la a church to which rue steroi.vpo I phrase,

"a large nnd fashionable congregation," do is not
apply, or ran' er applies hut in pari. No 0110 who
was present yesterday aould doubt that the congre¬
gation whs large, for there wefe not seats for all
thai came and remained through Ihe service; but as
to its being "fashionable"' he could not but thank
God that It was no'.. St. Mary's Is a free charoh,
supported entirely by the voluntary offerings
of the congregation contrlbuicd weekly. The
firm reeling th.-i won d Impress a Strang' r
011 i/oing In would be the (act tint there nt le si
Ih rec oftiizcd ti e fact (lint the God whom Ihe peoplebefore illni t>roles* U> worship Is no re»t>ecter 01 per¬sons. All c a-scs, wlih'iut regard to apparel, social
standing or culture. tuingiu there on i nns ol perfeflt
equality, the man or tin w nuiau in poor attire hav-
lug no die igi i-catile reminder 01 the foci. The spin;of the plao ., n forcM upon yoa whether jroa 1* 0! or
not. Is one of brotherhood, of kuisiiip. as though ad
recojrtilneu ihar, the love tuey Isnur their common

I ather makes them as one taiuily. This feedng 01
linen st one in nnothei Is mi apparent, so hearty and
.o encouraging that no peraon who enters me door
lects us If he wire trtiollng on forbidden ground,
or was thtre by suirerauce or the august
condescension of a pewholder. Tho 1 111crew
Hon obtained by a gUnnc over the congrega¬
tion is 11 ore tlisn continue l as the service*
proceed, llio music conies not from Ihe orgnn
alone, or from a few vol es in a lolt, but from every
part of the house ihe "pcaliug anthem* of praiseari«e." The singing hiw this merit, that If it I* not
au artlsth' as the notes in an opera 11 has a spirit of
drvotion in It that touches the heart of every one
who heais It. it brings out a spirit of fellowship,
or sympathy one with anoUicr, and aw nsa f-ei-
irig of tenderness in tin- heart* of each towania all.
Inch as one is wout to feel ouiy iowards the loved
ctie« of his; own houaehold.
IKhnp Lliildjohn, in aUUroa«ing the congregation.

took no formal text, but spoke to them to a manner
that plainly Bbowed that tie bad caught the spirit of
his bearers exactly. lie commenced by alluding to
the impression made upoa htm by the music, and
from that took occasion to refer to the paid singer*
in the Episcopal commuulon in Brooklyn. The mu¬
sic or that communion, he said, was now costing
$20,000 to $25,000 per year. What wa# fcot
for all this expenditure of mousy 1 Some
very superior musical talent. It was true ;
but so far as the work of the church goes, it was
almost worthless. Tbe singers were without sym¬
pathy with tbe parts entrusted to them. The work
for which they are now paid ought to be done by
the people of God themselves. Those who cultivate
their talents for music for the benefit of their own
home*, ought to consecrate the culture so obtained
to God's service on the Sabbath. Give me this
$AOOO, said the preacher, now expended for music
yearly in this city, ami I will pledge myself to
revolutionize the whole policy, life and movement,
of this branch of the Catholic church in this
community, in referring to the matter of free
churches, he said that were he a layman he
should Identify himself with St. Mary's church
In preference to any other in the city. It,'
he said, what Is hoped for the Episcopalian
Church in America is ever attained, It would be by
following In the ranks of which fet. Mary's now leads
the van. I'ew doors will have to be knocked off,
and the engraved bits of silver Indicating proprie¬
torship to little sections of tbe bouse of God must
also disappear. The cburch must be made as tree
as the air, and the freedom must be such that all
shall be able to enter it with as little restraint as
one now does who owns a pew and thinks himself on
the same level in every way with those wlio sit
about lum.
At the close of his remarks the Bishop made

several confirmations.

PLYIHuUTH CHURCH.
.Sermon by tbe Rev. Henry Ward Beecher.
Tbe forty-sixth and concluding verses of the tenth

chapter of St. Mark's gospel was selected by the
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher as the text of his dis¬
course last evening. The miracle of the blind man,
Bartlmeus, the son of Timeus, who sat by the way¬
side bsgjine as Jesus passed by receiving
his s'glit and the circumstances attending it were
eloquently described in the commencement of the
sermon, and the reverend gentleman dwelt at con¬
siderable length on the manner in which the Jewa
of the period travelled from place to place. There
was a vast concourse of people passing from Jericho
to Jerusalem, and Jesus and Ills disciples were
among tue number. Bartuneus, when lie heard
that Jesus, whose name wits known throughout the
length and breadth of the land, was passimr b.v, he
raised his voice ubove the pattering of feet and the
hum of the multitude and cried out, "Jesus, thou
son of David, have mercy on me." Ho did not want
to ask who or what Jesus wan; he was satisfied
to learn ihat he wno bade the sea to be still,
turned the water into wiue and made the blind to
see was passing before him. Not in the usual
wlilulng, begging manner of the helpless men¬
dicant did be speak, but earnestly and man¬
fully. He Bounded a note that was discord¬
ant to tlie multitude. The Jews were a festive
people, singing souks, patriotic and religious, as
they journeyed from city to city, when therefore
the poor blind Barlimeus struck in on this occasion
tie was quite unwelcome. Men who have their minds
bent on good preaching, good singing and having a
nood time, don't like to be turned from it by the
pleadings of a poor wretch like Bartimeus. No single
heart (on record at any rate) felt pity for the poor
man. But the Saviour's heart was touched, and he
stood still and listened to the prayer so earnestly
made. They who at first oade him to nold tils peace
now said, "Be of good comfort, rise, he calleth
thoe." How trne It is that w hen a man is determined
his very obstacles turn to his success. The cry that
he raised above the din of the passing multitude
was the voice of all the suffering that he had en¬
dured through life. All his appreciation of the bliss
of existence was in that cry. No wonder It went to
the Master's heart Christ stood still and then said,
"Go thy way; thy faitn hath made thee whole." The
man arose and followed Jesus, while the multitude
glorified God.
The man knew he was blind, and felt a yearning

for the light of the sun and the beauty of flowers.
His blindness was only skin deep, but he felt the de¬
fect keenly and was not ashamed to confess it
aloud. Our waysides are filled with men who are so
blind that they cannot behold the heavens, but who
are ignorant or the tact. The events that mark
the administration of God's goodness and mercy are
daily occurring around them; but they are stone
blind.spiritually blind.and cannot see. To such
men Jeans is always passing by ; but they can neither
bear nor see. They live and movem ignorance,and are
content with It. What a contrast is afforded in the
text. Bartimens' knowledge of Jesus was merely
hearsay; of conrse he never saw him, but his faith
was great. To most people Jesus is known. The
knowledge of him ts the web and the woof of their
whole lives. The most affecting remlmsences of
childhood are entwined around that sacred name.
Yet Jesus is constantly passing by them unnoticed.
Tbe reverend gentleman concluded by au eloquent
appeal to the congregation to caU upon God while
He was was passing.

BAPTISMAL CEREWOUtS,
Open Air Baptism in the East River By

Colored KeliflMlM.
It has long been customary among the colored peo¬

ple ofthe Baptist persuasion of Brooklyn to celebrate
tbe baptismal ceremony In tbe river about this sea¬
son of the year. Hence for tbe past two Sundays
there has been no little enthusiasm prevailing among
the members of the community in question who
were either to be "made pure by the waters of bap¬
tism" themselves or were interested In witnessing
the sacrament conferred upon others. Yesterday
while the white folks were hurrying along the
streets in every direction towards their re¬
spective liouaes ol worship the black people
with an air of commendable resignation betook
themselves to the Greenwood cars bound for the
cool banks of the river, at a point Dear the foot of
Thirty-sixth street, adjacent to the Delaplalu man -

sion. The congregation was that of the Concord
street (colored) Baptist church, under the pastoral
cart- or the Hev. William T. Dixon. A building was
h< re secured convemout to the water, in which the
candidates for this religious rite were permitted to
arrange their toilets preparatory to tnd cold iinmer-
slon. Thcreru were not manv baptisms, the water
being decidedly cool. The ceremonies, which were
of the usual order, were performed by the pu*;or
above named.

it ^ki'oo sravicEs a sew J£*s:.y.

Jcrmey City,
In St. Mark's Episcopal cJitirch yesterday a sermon

was preached by the fiey. Dr. Mat. on. who took
for his text tne following from Hebrews xli.,
10, 17."Lest there be any fornicator or profane
person as Esau, who tor one morsel or meat soM
his b.rthrigbt For ye know how that afterward,
when liu would havo inherited the biesstpg, he was

rojccteu, for bo round no placo of repentancc.
though he siiugnt carvinlly with tears." lhc
preacher was seven: in his cieiiunctatton
or the folly or sacr'flcing for «orao paltry
present gam all that a Christian should
hoi'l dear in a future state. The corruption Hut ex-,
ist among p< Moan* i- a sad example of till iebU of
.moiW'v; so i hat we have arrived at a period whea
very littJe confidence cdn b" reposed ut men HN^l'Dg
resist i '.e oilli'tta, and there is great reason f< ir
tints in a verv lew years the corruption will imfr$
worked eucaatotal depravity th.it n jdepcnueu
can be placed on tlw government of tua iouiiugrt I
Tflere can W- fto question WttiteVei' thtt *taui< oh
reigbs trlii" pliant, and there «'im i* nu< 1
wonder that in suck a state of things religion
is iii (.real Peril. Another buhjfic. on nmeh j
the Wf t KKh gre.it J.-r*.s ;r. L
eff, !. i i tM discard and alui I
total profiihftfion of the holy siato or tnairlap;. '> no i
Mil tell the anxieties and menial sti iering endur d !
by th ia Kr of a family who finds Idm elf unabie
In tr« v- i res >n * times to proMiie fiy I'. tl iidivu
tiii> ire necessaries of life aud wh j use of I

n Bteonsnws lorbkis his eon Htlng an unlawful I
n. i neb men msy l>e bropeMy tanked with the
martyrs <>f old, Wio eror kept before thavcm tbe

on that the kingdom ol heaven must lie attained
in v ilence. Tbe wceaober ooncltaded by extiortlnir
i.is hen ers to koep always In mind thed- eternal
wed ii» and beware Ick ibey bar. or it for sa.no Wief j
tniovment in the pre ent.

hi Hi. 1 -e.tr. r»s clni-sh a sernoit was pronr'.icKl hy
the I'w. Dv. Wiseman on the passu n oi chrisi. He I
recapitulated briefly tbe sutrei tngs which t i»ri*t mi- |
iterwunt tn his bittor passion. ChrMio* * rJiowhi not
conr«"ii- tl»eni«elvos by comtemnina tiie .« who |
cruel. ied tiic Saviour, becaneo they ar s gnllty of the
sH'tie ofime, aieowlmg t<i iho \)>o»:ii> Paol, wbp i
thev commit sin. Had the.'- vt k :owa i|i:tt OnriM |

the .de- iaatUe>- woi.ii not iu*e etDU(ie<i d.ui,Wnereas Ciristiaas, ns» prolesn t) be followers at I
( ;iris', are tar tnor" cntei when thry nmntnlt crimes. I

In m . will Methodist Ky 'scojuii iftmreft » e 'nob
was dellvensi by Hi Rev. Henry Co ..u, tiM oUUi»i
MetMadist mln.st r in Auerka.

Newsfl?.
Again was there a grand turn ml ol the ehnrch

goem in this city yesterday. Krtiy temple of tbe
Lor<l had its lull quota of worshippers. At the
Pirst j '"r.ao church in fie fo.i boon the snctar
ment of the lord's supper was partaken of ny a

very large commune. The feast otcupied th« entire
forenoon. The chireh Was crowded.
The exercises inUdeht to the missionary a.m'ver-

sary of the Sunday school altacheil ,t » the tt tun
street Methoillst Kplscop*! church, of which Hev.
John Atkinson Is pastor, look place yesterday after¬
noon in the meeting bouse1. Mome Sdo livenfl .« were
present, as well an a largo uewt WMattoft of
adnlls. After sinning, prayer and the takinc up ol

a collection General Tucodore Runyoa delivered
an address sniiahle to Ibo ocessioii. H" declaroil
nothing presented even a sublime spectacle is a
Simday school. Tuo children derived happiness in
contrlimtmg to the mission fund, and in transmit-
tUig the Mm* to others tn foreign lands, fno
(irseral further remarked that many grown per >.h
dM nol do m nttHjh fef ttie food catis# as little chil¬
dren. The ctthoiios imlli omgniflcent ratnedfai '

from small eontribattoAS, ami rutttsMM nn exami'!.
tnurebj that might neii be followed. After tcvcrai |

other addresses and the taking up of another collec-
Uuq Uie services Cloeed.

» TrntWi
Tkbntox, March 14, 1869.

In St. Panl'a Protestant Episcopal church, in

South Trenton, the pastor. Rev. J. 0. Brown, de¬
livered a very able discourse on -pur Country's
Deliverance and National Progreaa." The reverend
gentleman commenced by observing that there la
nothing more dlatasteful to unbelievers than to be¬
lieve that Ood governs this world. They would
have as entertain the doctrine that our world Is
controlled by natural causes, as Hie son and other
systems are. They scoff at the Idea that He Inter¬
feres In our earthly concerns. Bat they are con¬
founded by the very words of the Scripture, which
says that not a sparrow folia to the ground without
His knowledge. And tf this be the case He must
evidently take an Interest in man, the noblest of
His creatures. The reverend speaker then proceeded
to show that the Inspiration of the word of God im¬
pels men to liberty, but generally at a great sacri¬
fice, in support or whlcn the reverend speakeradduced the suffering of the Pilgrim Fathers from
their debarkation from the Mayflower, and which
they transmitted to us, down to the termination of
the late rebellion. Banker Hill, Trenton and Prince¬
ton attest the valor of our forefathers for freedom of
tnought and act. But slavery was the great moral
cancer they left u-i. Millions cried, "How long, O
Lord, how lone?" This generation In its more per¬fect progress conld not allow liberty to be trampled
under foot. The battle fields of Chattanooga, Vic.cs-
burg and the Wilderness show tha' no slaveholdlngaristocracy, no opponents of freedom could exist
here. Our constitution, our Congress and freedom
of the press are monuments of liberty and bought at

a great sacrifice, as exemplified lu the hardship* of
our forefathers and the Immense Iocs of life m
our late rebellion. Nothing can exceed their
hardships unless the patience auil fortitude with
which our nnniei endured them. Ubby Prison aud
Andersonvllle show the price of liberty. But power
and eminence must accompany a nation jealous of
Its liberty. We stand much higher to day in the esti¬
mation of civilized nations than before the war.
Public schools, science, art, commerce and our
mineral and agricultural resources attest our great¬
ness!. The mind is overwhelmed with the vastnesa
of our country, in thirty years we shall have a
population of one hundred millions of inhabitants.
Our railway* and telegraphs wl'l be multiplied and
the press will be more mammoth-like than evt-u
now. The promise or a bright and happy future is
before us. "We emerged from our late war
with onr honor unsullied, our flag untarnished
and liberty guaranteed to u-i lorever. But
our nation Is forbearing. We have nornf
patiently with men who should not be allowed
tf> govern for a single day. Whatever a man's men¬
tal or bodily endowments mav l»e he Is unlit to oc¬
cupy the most exalted office in the gut or the people
tf he degrades himself by intoxication as did our
late accidental Presidenti But now we have t!:e
great general and statesman, fit sncessor to Wash¬
ington and Lincoln, In the White House. No one can
better testify to our need of peace tlian.he. His posi¬
tion has tauirht him the sufferings and losses war
entail* on the people. We need wise, prudent,
thoughtful and brave men to undo the evils we have
borne.men not afraid to punish trasgresaors, high
or low; men above sycophancy or .«elf-ad illation,
men who will not be bribed. A blow will be given to
dishonesty. All will be held to su-ict a account. Cor¬
ruption in office and courts of Justice 1h a sure precur¬
sor of a nation's fall. We have risen above accidental
corruption, ood has sorely tried us. We have
passed through a fiery lurnace, but we have come
out purified. Let our pravers continually ascend for
President orant and others In authority, remember¬
ing their weighty responsibility. Free circulation of
the Bible Is recommended. It Is the religion of free¬
men. Nations without It are slave* to designing
men. God only Is the bestower of our national
mercies. Our country through the freedom taught
us by the Bible is a refuge for the oppressed and
down-trodden of every land. Look at Mexico and
Spain deluged In war because they have no free
Bibles. France is also suffering. The reverend
speaker then eloquently depicted the influence of our
civilization on the Chinese and Aslitlc nations. He
briefly dwelt in the old fogy notions of grate rights,
and said if States claimed a separate existence our
power abroad would be gone. The Pacific Railroad
would never be built, or if built would be a source
of perpetual trouble. So would the navigation of
the Mississippi. But our late war has settled all
this. "God hath not dealt bo with any other nation."
The reverend gentleman concluded by calling on his
congregation to praise and glorify the Lord for
making our land "great, glorious and free."

Bishop Odenhelmer will administer confirmation
in tins church on the 18th or April.

A very large assemblage was addressed this after¬
noon at Taylor Hall by a temperance advocate named
Mr. Edward CarswelL of Canada.

RELICIOIS SE&VICEH M COHECnCIT.

Bridgeport.
Bridgeport, March 14, 1800.

To-day has been one of the finest of the season,
and the churches were all attended by large congre¬
gations. At the South Congregational church In the
morning the Rev. Daniel Lord, pastor, preached the
fourth of a series of well considered and able
discoarses on "The Life of Christ." The previous
sermons have been respectively "The Christ Before
the Beginning," "The Christ in the Beginning," "All
Things Created by Christ and lor Christ," and the
fourth, "The Christ In Man." The following are
some of the prominent points of the discourse:.
That the inner idea of man was Wo eternal
Idea in the mind of Christ; that the very crea¬
tion of man was a type and suggestion or Oo.t'a
eventually, through Christ coming into man and
man through Christ to God: that the sex of man has
both a typical and practical reference to Ohrist. As
the two sexes came from one so they will finally
go back to one In Christ; that marriage. In its deep¬
est import, was a type of Christ's relation to his
Church. As the woman was taken out of man so
the Church was taken out of Christ; as man is the
head of the woman so Christ is the head of the
Ctiurch; as by marriage they became one. so Christ
and the Church will become one. Finally, the
unity, dignity and glory of the race, through Christ;
As He stOupcit to be a man Ue win raise man to be
almost a God.
The Rev. William Patton, D. D. of New Haven,

officiated at the North church in place of the pastor,
the Rev. George Richard*. The Kev. Dr. Warren, of
Boston, a member of the Baptist Board of Forelsrn
Missions, preached at the Baptist church. His sub¬
ject in the morning was "Missions." At Trinity
church the Rev. V. H. Clark preached in the momma
from the text, "Brini; forth, therefore, rruits meet
lor i-epeotence," and in the evening on the mexsrje
to EptMSbs two very able sermons. The angel trio
from fclijah ' was finely rendered by the choir at
this church. In the eveninir the Rev. Dr. N. rt.
Rlchardaofi, rector of at. Paul's, preached st Christ
ch irch, and the llcv. Mr. Falkner, rector of Christ
church, preached at St. Paul's. There were
tiie usnal services nt St. John's church, the
re tor, the Rev. 1% W. Marcy, officiating. Both of
the Methodist churches were well attended and the
¦ervict-1 were iut 'resupir. The *veu»ng rteet>tv:s
at ,ili iiu churches were largi. A laf frrtKh r of 'He
Methodist church prearhed at the> Advdnt Christian
ctiitrcu. at two P. M. l arpre con tregnu<>n* attended
worvhip u' Mth of tne Catholic ohnirV<", v> hero
therewere thoaeaal serviees of m m p'i.i vespers.
The roogregatlon at the Uotromtttit church in tne
aftoruoou was large, the Rev. Seldon Ofloett, posfr,
oflictatimr, nod tlu «crl.il confer :nce nnvtbiir m the
of* n ui( win well attended. 1 h'.re wer*> servlc « at
tiie cri :aii fcofeooi room. on floM street, l.i the
afternoon. The Fro*reasive byewuta Spiritual met
as u uul at Lpfayctte lall. Hie society, hav.ng
fonndUils lull too small for tiiolr mcrens ng num¬
bers, have s cured tfte I .%* *iew i.ftll in Water's
!»">.!>- and will hold their meetings lh"re after the
nt. of Aprd. fit ne ! pts >; a I c ,ir-' , sr. T\<n''3,
int-j- Btid - port will M iw far cempltjrafhnt the
feu .. (watlou expect t> woish p thero'oa Kastir

New I i rrn.
N .vv* U\ March 14, PE

At the i. ning e.-rviC'' ta-lap at the Centra
ch ire ;te rafessor Ft-uer, of Uie Yale The » *'.

cai seminar*, preuied a dlaconrso np>a the ' u-
nucrj of Christ," selecting for his text Jlattiiow
xxvii, as, n. The serwon wi< devoted ma!uiy to
shoi^ that Cfirl«t, flnrlng his career ou the earth, in
ids fuff'tttt cxpcilcncen the same emotions
man. in ti. . afer:ia> ». at t'v> same chufen. Ke\.
preir-.'or iioppia, of lale UNnge, preaoiud a d^-

At tie Chapel g'reet chntcU R "v. Prof' not Seelve,
of Afi'icrst College, preach I at I'otii Hi" mornni!t
and sftemoon s< t Ice. lu the lortuntf ho p reached
awturou'-s.' ii mj ? >., 4 <ia-- «lc i to show tiie
div [if character t>l CbrWl, ami to answer iiio- <

n, aud wni
lb' .. I n It

npi n "Cnn «l 1:1 jo. ill XI'..
rif Christ's feot by Mary with the

' ' ^ oai, i a. I,, tit (, isiours i w* rt v >>ri

and »,or.- lM(e ie.1 to br larire con -re intious

oui*e upon
Dead."he .Vtvro i

..ice i*rc\ lAii

gEXIfilOiS iMMTICBS II W.MSI1IIT9*.

Till- .'-¦crnmeat «»f Cwitinnalioa A4ailnis.'«vnd
in #in» llsmlrrd Children by Arcltbislinp
Hjtn'dim. -P. csidont Oram hi Iko -Vlecr>»-
puiiiM illctiio-iiwi < iinrcli.

W.isirrr t:ro>, March 14, 1S !\
The saeratnent o' condrmatlon wus admtnlaU'red

to-day by Archbishop Spalding to about one hnn-
dlren clilldr<'n. lM»ys and girls, of St. Matthew's parish
in this city. Ti:e l>oys wero ueaUy dressed and wore
blue roscu<ni on their Jackets, while the little girls
wttc clothed In garments of spotless white. The
ntt rectiveness of tho latter was much enhanced by
long whlto veds flowing In graoeint folds airmMt, to
OietrfeM and fostetieii to th^ir Meads by wreath- of
artlfloial flo»cr3. Tho scrvkcos oomuien< ort with

a so't'inn high man at seven o'clock in the moraine,
caiabt.aed toy tin Arftibtsfwp, daring Which nil t'12
cU.Mrch aud mitubci* of gi'osfn Mas a»-p. vuchei

for the first time in their lives to the holy com¬
munion. At the conclusion of the mass Archbishop
Spalding addressed the children briefly oa the nature
and salutary effects of confirmation, and then directed
thr>m how to approach the altar In order to receive the
sacrament. The boys were the first to receive con¬
firmation, kneeling in pairs ltefore the Archbishon,
who, with imposed hands and a'l the mul solemnities
consecrated them soldiers of Jesus Christ. Mr. John
Chapman and Mr. J. P. Ryan officiated as godfathers.Among the males confirmed was a very old colored
man, wh<m« air of piety attracted general notice.
The girls were next made recipients of the sacra-
men In the same manner. Mrs. Berrett, wife of ex-
Mayor Berrett, and Mrs. Ttlordan acting as god¬mothers. After t.he sacred rite had been conferredup*i all prepared to receive It Archbishop Hnaldin.*
delivered a brief bnt toucnini? discourse, telling the
children tnev were now strong Christians and sol¬
diers of our Lord ; that the noly Gnost had entered
their fresh young hearts, and that they must keep
them pure in order that the Holy spirit ml«ht dwell
there forever, and that In order to do«thls they mustavoid all the occasions of srn in future. The services
of the morning were concluded with a pontificalbenediction, pronounced by the Archbishon.
In the afternoon, at vespers, the children srere
again assembled at the chnreh and were treated to a
stirring discourse from the Uev. Charles I. White,
pastor of the church, who not onlv repeated much
that had been explained by the Archbishop in the
morning, as to the necessity of avoiding occasion of
sin, but pointed out and condemned in s- athlng
terms some particular kinds of transgression-,
locked upon with favor In the present dav and en¬
couraged even by parents. He alluded In an espe¬
cial manner to the abominable cancan and round
dances, which, he said, ought to be condemned by
every parent having a particle of decency in his
composition. During the services In the morning
and afternoon the music was splendid. Messrs.
Cnrnnon, Caulfleid and Noyes. as well as
Miss Juliana May, the soprano, performed
their respective parts with much merit.

Tiie ('resident having been informed yesterday
that a pew had »>e?n reserved for htm at the Metro¬
politan Methodist church, and that the scene of Inst
Sundav was not Iik^'v to be rapevs l, attended ser¬
vices there this morn ng, accompanied by hia family.
No unusual Incident orarrel. The President ar¬
rived a little late, but the R"rton seemnd to bo on
the lookout tor him, and as sow as he mad-* his ap¬
pearance he was courteously conducted to his pew.
The officiating clergyman was the Hev. Pr. Haas,
and his text was, "fiod so loved the worll 'hit v*
irave His only begottan Son, thai <vhoeoever hoiloved
on Him mirh £ not perish, nut have eternal life."
The theme discussed was the love of <?o1 forsinrorjj,
esneclallv manifested In the et r of His "on to die for
them. ITOHldent Grant l.r.s a peculiar habit ot
always standing at prayers. He never appears to
depart from this custom, no matter what may be the
faith of the church where he worships.

RCLJGIOIS SKRTlCnS II P«CGBILS!:^9n.
Severe Denunciation or the Drr-nm» the
Mallet and tbo Scurrilous Press by a ."Heth-
odlst Clergyman.

PocGHKEErsrB, y. Y., March 14, lw.
There was a very large attendance at all the

church** here to-day. The pulpits of the various
edifices were filled by their respective pastors, ex¬

cept the Congregational, where the Rev. J. W. Cra-
croft, of Ohio, officiated. At Temperance Hall Pro¬
fessor J. M. Clark, an enthusiastic temperance
advocate and a heavy dealer In adjectives, toos up
the fight against the rum sellers and rum drinkers
and for a time spoke eloquently. To-night th3 prin¬
cipal point of attraction was the Washta"ton street
Methodist Episcopal church, where Rev. W. G. W.
Lewis, the pastor, delivered a discourse against
theatres. The subject was doubly attractive, be¬
cause, for the first time In its history, Poughkeepsle
has a fine, well appointed opera house and an excel¬
lent dramatic company, the letter haifwav through

a four weeks' season of tragedy, comedy and ballet.
Long before the regular church honr the church was
nearly filled, so that when the moment arrived for
the reverend gentleman to commence his remarks
every available scat was occupied. Mr. Lewis took
his text from the twenty-ninth verse of the nine¬
teenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, com¬
mencing, "The whole city Is In confusion," Ac. The
reverend gentleman i>egan his remarks by stat¬
ing that all preaenl might think It strange
that he should call their attention to the
subject of the theatre. The Methodist Church
has always been the uncompromising foe of
the theatre. The associations and tendencies of the
theatre are dangerous In the extreme to society of
every grade. He objected to the stage as it is. The
theatre is not a school for morals. The writers of
plays are not men of chastity; the morals of them
all had not better be regarded too closely. The
scenes and language of the stage excite the audi¬
ence and gratify the wont passions of hnman
nature. Mr. Lewis Inquired who would be willing
to die in a theatre amid the surrounding debauchery
and licentiousness. He argued that managers, for
fear of ruin, dare not present plavs true to life, but
exaggerate go as to cater to the morbid appetite.
He denounced nearly every one of Shakspeare's
plays as extravagant pictures, and In the course of
his remarks paid his address to the National police
Gnzrtte, the Da i/'.s Doing*, the "liLack Crook," the
"White Pawn." "Hnmptv Dnmpty" and the
"Toodies." He did not hesitate to say that the out¬
growths of the dance, the masquerade and the thea¬
tre are adultery, seduction, murder and death. He
claimed that the theatre had mode thousands of
prostitutes and stated In snbstance that It deran«red
society generally, for tragedy mace men boisterous
and comedy made them rude. Throughout the en¬
tire length of his remarks Mr. Lewis handled
his subject without gloves, speaking of the theatre
in most bitter terms, and denouncing it and its sur¬
roundings violently. He closed his sermon by im¬
ploring the congregation to listen to the word of
God, and, as all hoped for salvation, to keep away
from the theatre. He v. Mr. Ilageman also sermonized
on the snbject of the theatre and masquerades at the
Second Reformed Church this morning. Rev. l>r.
Ewing, Superintendent of Bpifwopalnn Missions,
addressed the congregation of the Holy Comforter
church this morning! ou the subject of missions. A
very largo number of people I'stened to him. This
oiternoon he addressed the children of tl:3 Sabbath
school.

ttUOOfS S£RTJ£KS ELS£WiZ&'2.
Newturi.

NEwnrao, Martb T<- 1M#.
This afternoon several hundred Tree Musnas, in

fall regalia, turned out to attend the funeral of one
of iheir number recently deceased. The pro¬
cession was a quarter of a mill in length, and
was witnessed ov thousands ot persons. The
ceremonies at the grave were Imposing and
impressive. The full Masonic r'.tu ;1 for burial was
observed. Rev. r>r. s. Irenxns Prime, e '.i-or of tho
New Tork Oftwrtrr, preach M the morning sermon
in the Unlcn chnr h, of which V s son, Uev. Wendell
Prime, has recently bien c&ftscn pastor. Dr. Prime
took for Ms test fccclesiarc3 ii. to."For CoJ glvclh
to a man Wat Is good in <!U tight #tod im and
knowledge an 1 Jo v." Not every n an Who v In
appe iraucc is good In the sight, of Uoi. no ^r-atssr.
weaull are often tWosj sin .tro Hcea>agl« ttteuios#
virtuous, the most upright Of men, and v. do shock
the cou>' umltr th.'"iev latlon of tvir vl! a n»«.
On>y i.«»l could pronounce unerringly upon liie
Marts and the mo'.i»« - ofmen. T..c b; :at\*%-¦ prom¬
ised to t'-ose who ire gt* d in nis * r.r-i »f ;»rj in-
r»'iK tua! and sP'rtttisi now* » -iv «.....¦ ii and
honors vere int wort i.y t be v.c ed with the
MMilitg* GoIT* stowed ik» ¦¦ dreu. ia etc
wire i the gi 'er, tit-. -v.->
tw»r, the temporal, wx old foil >w. The er
Mcetched the closing -..cue o ¦¦ the :«o t mr-i's lif«t
his pass ige thro i t the p at o Uc , u an Una on-

The weather being beautuol th< a rvlees at tbo
ramus churches here were vci. lar ay at: mdod
lo-tiav, aa<l were mainly ve-y interesting. At sr.

Joseph's Ca<..tolic churcta the n n .'¦> at elpht A.
M. an I ve<por« at lour 1*. It. wire c >cat')d. Ite /.

lather Andrew 4)MeUly oftlcl it!ng. The congre v

tlonal church was densely filuvl, and the Lev.
Charles A. Harvey «leilvoted a moat inipn> «!..<) and
eloqncnt dlscoutM, takiirt lot i:n «.< >>¦ ..

a:-r t-et joar aiiocttaaa ha till. on

things on tli4 eartlt." A ;tMouj;ti in sr-temsof false
plUiosophy fall when placed beddc' the phtlosopBT
n( Ohristiaulty rud tiiO (ftrksi of orroi* ficea
belur? tho light of the co«ol, y t the alhirementaof
e.irtliiy th!;i(is and t'.ie IT of personal a Ivauiage
have a womlurfiil power fo chardi and hol t it's
tain la. Tlio present Is a ftmo win :: n j oly
worldly sytrli, wh n a i >int i r v. iaitb. .-a- ana
pMnnire wa* never wi ! : read v r er ex-
nortttiion than this to'tui t'-iioasland doiiltx not be
made to us to-dsy.

At tho Metiuxiut Pr -eojial chnreii tho Rev. J. A.
Oakley, pa- tor, proar lis i n» e\. e lent sortn n on
"Ija/JUi^s," i.-' :n .-t. I'aul's set:ond .HMtto rotor,
llrs Ck«|>t«r( thirteenth vers«>--"i'ea, I thmk It nw»et.
as tonus* 1 tun in IU" tabernacle, to stir yon up by
purtlfif you in r
At ».rsO' 'ii lk>v. Al^tanlpr

TO^ron. rector, oelietre i a very e'oeuent diw
trotn Isaiah tin., fi. "HUt Tie was 'wonnd«d f >r our

transgressions: Hewn iNo-1 for our InliuitK'S,
v . * and the lA>nl iiatu laid ou Him tnv in;

quitr of us ad."
At the Second rre«brtertati chnreh, Rev. rherle*

ltfattie. pastor, preaoned from Muttiiows ;vi«.. i1.;.
""I'heretore. in ad Utla<n wh »i soever ye would men
should <io to you. do ye even so to them." ills
sermon was excellent, and his largo coiutregatloa
appreciated his efforts.
At the first Prwnvteiian chnreh, Rev. Tir. Pewinl,

pn -t'ir. delivered a vary eloaueut and a le diav jurse
to his charge, the chnreh brim- crowded,

in tiie evenin*. tlie Kov. Mr. Campoell, s7"n' of
He- merlcan ami ore ,n ffis-<loi..'-'pr. | ih»
Interests and work oft; at soelery to the i>«>T,grera>
uon oi the Congregational e .ai -h. t>nU *.»as "en -d
io l>y a i<t>g>' uint i1 i ii cnUive i,wdii.u«'«( aotouii
nuii taat enure,! bul vauaot utoua.


